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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, mighty to save, lift 

high our vision that we may see clearly 
that You are still in charge of Your 
world. 

Lord, give us the courage to follow 
Your precepts, realizing we have spir-
itual weapons for our warfare. In these 
trying and dangerous times, keep our 
lawmakers strong and pure and good. 
Remind them that we are fighting 
more than flesh and blood; we are en-
gaged in combat with principalities, 
powers, and wickedness in the celestial 
realm. Give us all the wisdom to keep 
our eyes on You, comprehending that 
all things are possible to those who be-
lieve. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

POSTAL SERVICE REFORM ACT OF 
2022 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3076, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3076) to provide stability to 

and enhance the services of the United 
States Postal Service, and for other pur-
poses. 

Pending: 
Schumer (for Peters) amendment No. 4955, 

to modify the deadline for the initial report 
on the operations and financial condition of 
the United States Postal Service. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Hawaii. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Republican leader is recognized. 

UKRAINE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

the eyes of the American people and 
the entire world are fixed on Eastern 
Europe. Vladimir Putin is continuing 
his unjustifiable invasion of a sov-
ereign country and his unprovoked 
killing of innocent people. 

Over the weekend, Senators were 
honored to speak electronically with 
Ukraine’s brave leader, President 
Zelenskyy. His courageous leadership 
has helped rally freedom-loving people 
the world over to the Ukrainians’ 
cause. One of his main pleas was that 
America and our partners continue 
providing Ukraine with additional 

military assistance and to do so very 
quickly. Long before the invasion 
began, I was on this floor warning the 
Biden administration that we could not 
let assistance be trickled out at the 
speed of bureaucracy. I certainly hope 
that lesson has finally been learned. 

IRAN 
But even while one foreign policy 

nightmare plays out in Eastern Eu-
rope, inexplicably, the Biden adminis-
tration is reportedly poised to an-
nounce a giant, gratuitous capitulation 
to our principal adversary in the Mid-
dle East as well. 

The nature of the Biden administra-
tion’s approach to Tehran thus far has 
concerned not just Republicans but 
Members of both parties. 

Our Democratic colleague, the chair-
man of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, recently exhorted the adminis-
tration and our partners to ‘‘exert 
more pressure on Iran to counter its 
nuclear program, its missile program, 
and its dangerous behavior around the 
Middle East, including attacks on 
American personnel and [American] as-
sets.’’ 

I would note that Senator MENENDEZ 
also stressed the importance of build-
ing bipartisan support for any new deal 
which the President’s team wants to 
cook up with the Iranians. This is the 
same message I conveyed to the Presi-
dent and his top advisers at the begin-
ning of the Biden administration. If he 
wants his policy or his deal to endure 
beyond his Presidency, he must bring 
Republicans on board. 

Regrettably, President Biden appears 
to have ignored this good advice. Re-
ports indicate a sequel—a sequel—to 
the bad 2015 nuclear deal may be immi-
nent. Yet the administration has laid 
zero bipartisan framework. 

Rumors of this impending deal—be-
cause rumors are all that Congress 
has—suggest it would be an enormous 
step in the wrong direction. It appears 
not to be a longer and stronger deal 
than the JCPOA, as was promised, but 
a weaker and shorter deal. It appears 
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